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I.  Introduction  
 The Law on organic farming in Ukraine and all bylaws have become legally binding. 
Once the Law is fully implemented, its impact on individual operators (micro) and the sector 
and the Ukrainian economy as a whole (macro) will be quite significant. German-Ukrainian 
Cooperation in Organic Agriculture (COA) plans to assess the impact of the implementation 
of the Law after a significant number of organic operators have been certified under the Law 
and performed their activities for a measurable period of time. The impact will need to be 
compared with a prior period when the Law on organic farming has not yet been 
implemented. Therefore, an assessment of baseline data for a study on the micro- and 
macro-economic effects of the implementation of the organic law in Ukraine was conducted 
in July–December 2021.  
The assessment concept comprised two core modules.  
On micro level: Case studies of a number of individual organic operators have been 
carried out, assessing information on production, certification, marketing channels and 
expectations of the operators regarding the upcoming implementation of Ukrainian organic 
legislation. The assessment includes information collected through a survey of organic 
operators who were approached with questionnaire compiled in order to:  

! Better assess the current situation of the organic farmers, processors and other 
organic market operators in Ukraine;  

! Understand the level of awareness of operators about the organic legislation of 
Ukraine;  

! Identify opportunities and challenges that exist for operators of the organic market of 
Ukraine in relation to the implementation of national organic legislation. 

On macro level: In order to examine the framework conditions of the organic sector, a 
contextual analysis of organic agriculture in Ukraine had been carried out. This included an 
analysis of trends and developments in the agricultural sector, the overall production, 
economic and political-social framework conditions, which provided an important basis for 
explaining the development of organic agriculture to date. In the context of the present 
assignment, the available data had been collected. This had been done in close 
cooperation with the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine (MinEcon) and in close collaboration 
with the national organic certification body Organic Standard Ltd, which had shared their 
extensive data pool for this assessment. 
The authors also received support from public associations of the sector (e.g., NGO 
„Organic Ukraine“). 

II. Micro study data   
Procedure / basis of the data 
 Operators of the organic sector of Ukraine will be subject to regulation by Law of 
Ukraine № 2496-VIII “On Basic Principles and Requirements for Organic Production, 
Circulation and Labelling of Organic Products” (UA Organic Law). Main activities of 
operators involved in organic activities such as production, certification, marketing and 
sales, as well as the perceptions and expectations of operators from future implementation 
of the UA Organic Law were investigated during the survey. The questions were: how do 
operators currently feel in the sector, do they have the potential for development? How 
familiar are they with the provisions of the UA Organic Law? Are they ready for certification 
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in accordance with the UA Organic Law? Whether they plan to develop their organic 
activities in 3-5 years, etc. All these questions were investigated in the course of 
microeconomic research to better understand the current state and situation of organic 
operators in the sector. To that end, a questionnaire (Annex 1) was created and distributed 
to 50 operators of the organic sector of Ukraine, which is approximately 10%2 of the total 
number of organic operators in Ukraine. The survey of operators took place in August and 
September 2021. 

 It is worth to note that it was difficult to receive feedback from the operators. In order 
to obtain responses various means of communication were used, mainly e-mails and 
telephone conversations. Also in some cases those who answered the questionnaire had 
not provided their responses to all questions. Of the 50 operators to whom the 
questionnaire was sent, only 20 responses were received.  

 
Results: 
II.1 Production  
Ownership/Size/Regional Dimension  

 Operators of various forms of legal ownership took part in the survey: mainly Ltd (14 
operators) as well as FE, PSP, PE, PrJS and one state-owned entity. The main criteria used 
to select the operators included in the survey were the regional dimensions - respondents 
represent 15 different regions of Ukraine. As for the size, they were small, medium and 
large enterprises. The smallest of the surveyed enterprises had 35 ha and the largest one 
farmed more than 6500 ha.  

 
Regional distribution of surveyed operators 

 

 
																																																								
2 According to the monitoring data published by the MinEcon for 2020, there are 549 organic operators in 
Ukraine. 

 



	 5	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Areas of activity 
 Operators with different areas of activities were surveyed. Most producers were 
engaged into crop production, and very often they combined it with simple processing. 6 
operators have certified for crop production together with processing and 5 others had only 
certified processing. The products grown by the producers were also different. 8 operators 
grew mainly cereals, 3 berries and nuts; 5 operators were engaged in animal husbandry; 1 
producer was focused on egg production, the other 4 were produced dairy products, 2 of 
which were also certified in the field of feed production. The other 2 were certified in the 
field of organic wild plant products collection. 6 operators had certification for circulation and 
trade of organic products which meant they operated in the domestic market and 13 
operators supplied their products for export. 
 
Property rights 
 In the survey, we also examined the ownership of land, equipment and premises. 
The results demonstrated that 11 surveyed operators had long-term lease agreement for 
land, other 2 owned the land and 1 operator had a short-term lease agreement for land. In 
many cases several types of land ownership within one enterprise were combined. 
However, during telephone conversations, operators pointed out to the issue of land 
ownership as one of the most painful and unresolved issues at the time of the survey. With 
regards to ownership of premises and equipment, the majority of operators had their own 
premises and equipment: 15 operators had ownership for the premises and equipment and 
3 partially owned/partially leased them. 
 
Future Plans 
 It was also interesting to explore future plans of operators for production 
development and diversification. The majority of respondents, namely 12 operators, 
declared that they planned to develop their production in the near future. Some of them 
were ready to increase their production by 20%, and some even by 100% to 200%; 3 
operators did not plan to increase the volume of their production; 4 had not yet determined 
their plans for growth. There were those who would like to develop their production, but 
unfortunately were limited in available resources. As for the diversification of the production, 

 Region  Quantity 
operators  

1 Poltava 3 
2 Kyiv 2 
3 Zaporizhia 2 
4 Zhytomyr 2 
5 Chernihiv 1 
6 Volyn 1 
7 Odessa 1 
8 Rivne 1 
9 Vinnytsa 1 
10 Cherkassy 1 
11 Ternopil 1 
12 Khmenlnytska 1 
13 Kharkiv 1 
14 Zakarpatska 1 
15 Dnipropetrovska 1 
 Total 20 
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10 respondents had not yet decided on this issue; 5 operators had confirmed that they 
would like to introduce changes. This mainly applied to the introduction of new technologies 
and expansion of the assortment. 
 
Succession of the operation 
 The majority of enterprises were managed by age group of 31-60 years; 3 
enterprises had management over 60 years old and one enterprise had very young 
managers aged 18-30 years, but in combination with the management of older age 
categories. 
 
Human Resources and Gender 
 It was also important for us to understand how large organic enterprises were and 
whether there was any typical pattern. The results of the survey showed that organic 
companies were very different in the size and the number of staff. The smallest enterprise 
which answered this question employed 8 people, and the largest one had 283 employees. 
Regarding the gender division of labor between women and men, the survey showed that 
13 operators had fewer women employees than men; 2 operators had equal numbers; 1 
operator employed more women than men. Only 6 operators noted that they involved 
seasonal workers. 
 
REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
From the general review of activity of operators it is possible to draw the following 
conclusions: 
 
1) The geography of organic operators in Ukraine is quite wide, enterprises are located 
throughout of Ukraine. 
 
2) Producers are more engaged in crop production, which is combined with processing and 
less often with animal husbandry. Also, 65% of operators receive certification for export 
activities, which means they are more export-oriented, 25% are certified for the circulation 
of products (they sell the products in the domestic market).  
 
3) Organic enterprises are quite diverse: they differ in the form of registration and the size. 
The most common form of registration is “Ltd”. But the typical size line cannot be traced, as 
the enterprises are all quite different: there are small, medium and large ones. Most 
companies have permanent employees and are managed by middle-age management. 
 
4) Land ownership for organic producers is a very sensitive and the most painful issue 
today. Organic producers feel quite insecure about their land rights. The situation is such 
that in most cases operators have long-term land leases (49 years), some have short-term 
lease agreements. Production facilities are usually partly owned and partly leased. The 
equipment is mostly owned by operators.  
 
5) Interesting and important is the fact that operators are optimistic about the future, more 
than 50% of operators plan to develop their activities in the next 3-5 years; the main 
changes noted by operators are expanding the line of organic products, launching new 
products and improving technology. 
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II.2 CERTIFICATION  
 
Organic Standards 
 
 Certification is an official procedure that confirms the operator’s compliance with a 
particular organic standard. All 20 operators surveyed were certified according to the EU 
equivalent standard. In addition some of the operators were also certified according to other 
international standards, such as COR (4 operators), Bio Suisse (3), NOP (3), Demeter and 
Naturland (1). To get a more complete picture, the study included operators under the 
control of various certification bodies. Most of the operators, namely 15 of them were 
certified by the Ukrainian certification body Organic Standard, others were under the control 
of such certification bodies as Bio Inspecta (Switzerland), Control Union (Netherlands) and 
Etko (Turkey). 3 operators which were certified according to different standards of organic 
production received certification services from different certification bodies. 
  
Reasons for certification  
 
 The survey also asked questions about the reasons for passing the organic 
certification. The results showed that for 14 operators an important reason why they began 
to engage in organic production was the environment protection / natural resources; 9 
selected answers “create more jobs in my village / region” and “invest into the sector that 
would provide more possibilities in future”; 7 chose responses related to getting higher profit 
in comparison with non-organic production; 6 – “to get better access to the export market 
with my products”; 4 – “for more opportunities to get higher added value (e.g., processing)”. 
Usually operators chose 2-3 reasons that motivated them to engage in organic production. 
 
Frequency and duration of inspections 
 The survey also included questions related to the frequency and the duration of 
inspections. Concerning the frequency of inspections, 18 of 20 operators noted that the 
inspection usually takes place twice a year, for 2 respondents it happened only once. The 
duration of the inspection depended on the size of the production. 5 respondents noted that 
their inspection lasted less than 1 day, 5 had inspection for 1 day and 5 – for 1-2 days. For 
2 respondents the duration of the inspection was 2-3 days and 3-5 days for another 2. We 
did not see any difference in the responses of operators under the control of different 
certification bodies, the only factor that affected the duration was the size and the 
diversification of production. 
 
Сosts of certification and additional services 
 Several commercial questions were also included in the survey, namely regarding 
the annual cost of certification and additional services such as consultations, laboratory 
tests and others. Regarding the cost of certification services, if the picture were to be 
summarized, the cost of certification ranged from 20`000 to 300`000 UAH per year. The 
average cost of certification indicated by respondents was 30`000 – 60`000UAH (1`000-
2`000 EUR). It was not possible to provide a generalized picture of the cost of additional 
services, as many respondents did not provide answers to this question, and those who 
provided indicated quite different figures. For laboratory tests operators indicated different 
figures: from 4`000-5`000 for testing one sample to max 500`000 UAH per year. 
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REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
Today the picture with organic certification in Ukraine is such that 100% of operators are 
certified according to the EU Equivalent Standard and exporters add to the scope of 
certification other private organic standards which are relevant to the markets of their 
products (COR, NOP, Bio Suisse, Demeter). Additional control measures applied to 
Ukraine by the European Commission encourage certification bodies to inspect operators 
twice a year. The duration of the inspection directly depends on the size of the enterprise 
and the number of areas of organic activity. The same can be said about the cost of 
certification services: the figures vary depending on the size and the type of enterprise.  
 

 

II.3 MARKETING AND SALES  

 The questionnaire also included a marketing component. The results of responses 
showed that 15 operators were exporting their products and were 16 selling in the domestic 
market. Most often, operators combined both activities.  
 
Export 
 In total, 11 of the surveyed operators traded both in the domestic and foreign 
markets. The operators indicated the main countries for their export, such as Austria, 
France, Lithuania, Estonia, Germany, Italy, Hungary, Check Republic, Poland, Switzerland, 
Vietnam, Israel, USA. The most frequent response was Germany (by 6 operators) and 
Switzerland (by 4 operators).  
Domestic market 
 In the domestic market, sales were almost equally distributed: 6 operators were 
selling to specialized shops, 6 - to wholesalers and 6 - to supermarkets; also 4 operators 
sold a certain amount of their products to other processors. 
 
REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
In their trade, most operators try to combine both types of trade: in the domestic market and 
for export. Most organic products are exported to the European Union, Switzerland and the 
USA, while in the domestic market producers use various sales channels: supermarkets, 
specialized shops, wholesalers and other organic processing units. 
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II.4 ORGANIC LEGISLATION IN UKRAINE  
 
 The last, but no less important section of the questionnaire was related to the 
perception of the Ukrainian Organic Legislation by operators.  
 
Awareness about UA Organic Legislation 
 The first question of the questionnaire in this part concerned the awareness of 
operators about the requirements of Ukrainian legislation. In a response to the question “Do 
you have enough information about requirements of upcoming UA organic legislation?” 12 
operators answered “yes”; 7 operators said “no”; and 1 opted for “other”.  
 The next question was “What exactly is missing?“. Not all operators provided 
answers to this question and answers were divided almost equally: 6 operators noted 
“Information events”; 5 noted information through media; 4 noted contacts with state 
authorities. 
Source of information 
 It was also interesting to investigate the question of what source of information was 
usually used by respondents. The largest number (11) mentioned “Newsletter from your 
certification body“, 10 - “Newsletter from associations“, other 6 just mentioned Internet as a 
constant source of up-to-date information. 
 When asked about the need for additional information or consulting services, 10 
respondents said they did not need this. Moreover, opinions on whether it would be difficult 
to pass certification in accordance with Ukrainian law were divided: 9 respondents 
answered "yes" and 10 respondents answered "no". When asked what difficulties you 
would anticipate, 9 respondents said that there was no trust to Ukrainian labeling, 8 – 
predicted more corruption and 6 - appearance of weak certification bodies. 
 
Influence of UA Organic Legislation 
 Also important was the question how UA organic legislation will influence on...” The 
answers were distributed as follows: 
 

  YES NO 
1 Development of your business 7 11 
2 Increasing of organic certified operators 13 6 
3 Increasing of the export of organic 

products 
7 11 

4 Increasing of domestic market  13 5 
5 Creating more jobs in organic production 10 6 
6 Protection of the organic market from the 

«fake organic products» 
7 11 

 
 The largest numbers of respondents believed that the implementation of Ukrainian 
organic law would affect the number of certified organic operators, the growth of the 
domestic market of organic products and the creation of more jobs in organic production. At 
the same time 11 respondents believed that Ukrainian Organic Legislation would not affect 
the development of their business, increasing the export of organic products and would not 
protect the organic market from the «fake organic products». 
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Effect from UA Organic Legislation in 3-4 years 
 The question “What would be the most important effect for you in the implementation 
of the organic national legislation in 3-4 years?” correlated with the previous one and 
allowed to get a more comprehensive picture. 16 respondents said that the most important 
effects would be the development of the domestic market of organic certified products. 11 
respondents wished that UA Organic Law would protect organic market from the “fake 
organic products”, 7 respondents believed that UA Organic Law would positively influence 
better reputation of Ukraine at the external market and 8 the development of their business 
for the domestic market. 
Labelling 
 To better understand the position of operators regarding the impact of the 
implementation of UA Organic Legislation on their activities, the following additional 
questions were asked: "If you are an exporter: does the implementation of the UA organic 
legislation encourage you to produce organic products for the domestic market?". 
According to the answers provided, respondents did not believe that the implementation of 
organic legislation would have a significant impact on their decisions on whether to produce 
organic products for the domestic market or not.  
 To the question „Would you like to label your organic products with UA national 
organic logo?“ 11 operators answered this question unambiguously “yes”; 5 respondents 
had not yet decided.   
 And to the question: “Do you plan to put UA national organic logo to the products 
planned for export to promote organic from Ukraine at the international arena?” 10 
respondents answered “yes, 4 – “no”. 
 
Needs in support 
 In order to identify the urgent needs of producers, a question was asked as to which 
support would they need the most; four possible answers were offered. Most operators, 
namely 14, have declared the wish for some kind of Organic Promotion Campaign to 
increase sales and 13 opted for financial support; it was also important for them to receive 
actual newsletter on the current status of organic legislation; advisory service for 
implementation was not so important. 
 
REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
1) According to the answers, 60% of respondents believe that they have comprehensive 
information on the requirements of UA Organic Legislation, while 35% do not receive 
sufficient information. At the same time, they lack various sources of information as well as 
information events, information through media as contacts with state authorities. Operators 
receive the main information from newsletters of their certification body and associations, 
as well as via the Internet. In order to improve the level of knowledge, it therefore 
makes sense to offer training courses on the Ukrainian law for organic farmers in 
the future. 
 
2) >50% of operators believe that the implementation of UA Organic Legislation will have 
influence on: increasing of organic certified operators, increasing of domestic market, 
creating more jobs in organic production and in no way or to a minimum extent will affect 
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the development of their business, increasing the export of organic products.  
 
3) Respondents are ambivalent about the important impact of the UA Organic Law on the 
domestic market as a means of protection against “fake organic products”. On the one 
hand > 50% (11 respondents) say that this is the most expected and desired effect, on the 
other hand, only 35% (7 respondents) believe that this will actually happen in practice. To 
remove from the market products which are organically labelled but are not organically 
certified requires strict control by the competent state authorities.   
 
4) The survey shows once again that the implementation of the Ukrainian law on organic 
farming is also seen by the agricultural sector as an important prerequisite for developing 
the domestic market. But the Law will not motivate or influence operators' decisions on 
whether to produce organic products for the domestic market or not. Most operators plan 
and want to see organic labeling on their products, whether for the domestic market or for 
export. 
 
5) Also > 50% (13 respondents) of producers confirmed by their answers that they lack 
financial support from the state, as well as a nationwide promotional campaign on organic 
production and organic products. 

 
II.5 STATEMENTS FROM OPERATORS  
 
 The last question of the questionnaire invited respondents to share their opinion 
about the main challenges and threats for further development of the organic sector 
in Ukraine. Only 16 of 20 operators gave answers to this question and their thoughts were 
quite different. The original answers as received are provided below:  
 
Operator 1: „If there are several organic certifiers that specialize on the domestic market of 
Ukraine, I do not exclude that falsifications in inspections are possible, and this in its turn 
will lead to distrust of real organic products among consumers“. 
 
Operator 2: „Low public awareness. Low solvency of population and high production costs. 
There are no specialists in government authorities who understand what organic is.  And 
the main threat is that if the certification is handed over to the state, corruption will flourish 
in those who want to profit from the "fashion trend" and in a couple of years this trend will 
disappear as quickly as it appeared“. 
 
Operator 3: „After the entry into force of the UA Organic Law, the public's trust in the 
Ukrainian organic standard will be very weak, and corruption examples of certification may 
appear, which will further increase distrust and suspicion from consumers. 
   Low qualification and bureaucracy of the servants in the field of organic certification. 
Therefore, it is necessary to give organic certification to accredited and reputable private 
certification companies“. 
 
Operator 4: „Almost no state support, insufficient awareness of the end consumer, the 
presence of pseudo-organic products“. 
 
Operator 5: „Another mechanism of protection against "chess players" who after the 
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opening of the land market will buy organic lands and blackmail organics with the right to 
cultivate their plots with chemicals that will in fact contaminate the entire organic field“. 
 
Operator 6: „Corruption, lack of state support, falsification of organic products by operators, 
high cost of laboratory tests of organic products“. 
 
Operator 7: „Supermarkets have not yet set up a task for farmers to supply organic 
products. The nutrition system in pre-school and school education institutions has not yet 
provided organic food. These two shortcomings will be eliminated - there will be a rapid 
development of the market in Ukraine: the number of farms will increase, their range and 
cooperation (clustering), the number of processors (both large and small) will increase, 
etc.“. 
 
Operator 8: „Compliance with EU standards by all organic market operators agro-holdings, 
oligarchs, corruption“. 
 
Operator 9: „Agro-holdings, oligarchs, corruption“.  
 
Operator 10: „Land market. State policy and support, i.e., its absence and complex 
mechanism of getting it. Low purchasing power of consumers. Low level of customer 
awareness. Low level of customer confidence“.  
 
Operator 11: „Corruption, unfair competition from non-organic producers, public distrust, 
lack of state support“. 
 
Operator 12: „No financial support from the State, corruption, falsification of the products, 
lack of a market, because without promotion and explanation the consumer will not prefer 
organic products“. 
 
Operator 13: „Lack of consumer awareness and trust, low quality and rising cost of 
certification procedures due to the implementation of the law on organic production“.  
 
Operator 14: „Neutral attitude of the State (servants)“. 
 
Operator 15: „Free land market. Lack of official status of organic lands and their legislative 
protection. Low purchasing power of the population of Ukraine“.  
 
Operator 16: „Low consciousness of agri-entrepreneurs, for whom it is much easier to 
apply pesticides to get bigger volumes of the crops“.  
 
REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
Summarizing and analyzing the thoughts shared by respondents, the following general 
conclusions can be drawn: 
 
1) At present, there are concerns in the sector about the reliability and professionalism of 
those certification bodies that will take functions of control in accordance with national 
organic legislation. 
 
2) There is also a lack of confidence in the competence of State Authorities which will 
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control organic sector in Ukraine (FSA)3. 
 
3) The issue of pseudo-organic products on the market and low consumer confidence in 
organic products and doubts whether Ukrainian legislation will be able to improve this 
situation remains very complex and open. 
 
4) Operators note that it would significantly help to improve the situation if implementation 
of the organic nutrition program in pre-schools and schools takes place.  
 
5) The issue of ownership of organic lands is also painful.  
 
6) Operators feel the risk of corruption and lack of state support and involvement of the 
state in the issue of organics is not enough. 
 
The very personal statements of the farmers show once again that a well-coordinated 
strategy is needed to develop the market for organic products in Ukraine. An 
essential prerequisite for this is the implementation of the UA Organic Law. This 
includes consistently removing products that are labelled organic but not certified 
from the markets by State Authority. This also includes consistently controlling the 
quality of the organic inspection bodies. In addition, the state should offer targeted 
subsidies to further develop organic farming in Ukraine. This should include 
investments for machinery and stables, investments for the development of direct 
marketing, subsidies for organic school food and other measures. 
 

 

																																																								
3 FSA - State Service for Food Safety and Consumer Protection (Food Safety Authority) 
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III. Macrostudy data  
 
 The aim of the macro study is to examine and present the state of the organic sector 
in Ukraine. This survey includes information on the current status of organic production in 
Ukraine, in particular: certified organic area, the number of operators under the control of 
organic certification bodies; information on domestic and foreign organic market of Ukraine; 
certification bodies operating in Ukraine; the status of education in the organic field and 
some other key indicators. 
 No additional data was collected specifically for this study. This report uses data 
kindly provided by the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine (MinEcon), NGOs, including data 
published by OrganicInfo and from other sources. In particular, the Ukrainian organic 
certification body Organic Standard (OS) should be mentioned here, which provided us with 
important internal data. 
 
Results:  
 
III.1 Organic Operators  
 
 The data on the number of certified operators in Ukraine were obtained from two 
sources: the MinEcon and Organic Standard. Certified organic operators in this context 
mean operators certified according to at least one standard for organic farming in the world 
(e.g., the EU, the USA etc.).  
 According to the data sent by MinEcon, the total number of organic certified 
operators in Ukraine in 2020 is 549, including 419 agricultural producers, which is less 
compared to 2019. In 2019 this figure was 617 operators, including 470 agricultural 
producers. There are no detailed data on how many organic enterprises already have 
organic status, and how many are in conversion. There are also no data on the number of 
operators for specific areas. Instead, there are data which show distribution of organic 
operators among the regions of Ukraine.  
 

Table 1. Regional distribution of organic operators in Ukraine ( source: MinEcon) 
 

Region year year 
2019 2020  

Vinnytsia region 64 53 

Volyn region 19 21 

Dnipropetrovsk region 22 21 

Donetsk region 1 1 

Zhytomyr region 34 27 

Zakarpattya region 18 14 

Zaporizhzhia region 18 17 

Ivano-Frankivsk region 11 13 

Kyiv region 83 70 

Kirovohrad region (Kropyvnytskii) 12 10 

Luhansk region 12 - 

Lviv region 32 32 

Mykolaiv region 45 38 
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Odesa region 40 44 

Poltava region 27 30 

Rivne region 22 20 

Sumy region 7 7 

Ternopil region 10 10 

Kharkiv region 25 19 

Kherson region 54 52 

Khmelnytskyi region 25 21 

Cherkasy region 16 13 

Chernivtsi region 4 3 

Chernihiv region 16 8 

Total  617 549 

   
 As a result of microeconomic research based on the responses of operators, we 
concluded that organic operators are evenly distributed throughout Ukraine. Analysis of the 
general picture based on data collected by MinEcon in 2020 is showing that organic 
operators are present in 23 oblasts (except Luhansk); the smallest number is concentrated 
in Donetsk region - 1 operator, and the largest in Kiev region - 70 operators. 

 
 

 
source: https://organicinfo.ua/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Organic-in-Ukraine-2020-EN.pdf 
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Data of Organic Standard for 2020. Organic Operators. 
 
In 2020, Organic Standard certified 399 operators throughout of Ukraine for organic 
production, of which 378 carry out the production of organic products (agricultural 
producers) and 21 operators - trading activities and storage services. In terms of the 
type of activity, the largest number of producers of organic products are in the crop 
production - 233 operators. The second popular area is organic food production - 91 
operators. The livestock production is three times smaller than the leader and accounts 
for 72 operators. The number of wild collection operators and feed production was 33 
and 21 operators, respectively. The smallest number of certified producers in the area 
of aquaculture - 3 operators. Graph 1 shows the total number of organic operators by 
different activities, where some operators could perform several activities at the same 
time.  
 
Graph 1. Total number of organic operators by type of activity under control of Organic Standard 

(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
III.2 Organic Areas  
 
 According to the data of the MinEcon, total area of agricultural land under organic 
production in 2019 amounted to 467'980 ha, of which 384'529 ha was with organic status 
and 83`451 ha - in conversion status. In 2020, the area under organic production in Ukraine 
decreased slightly and amounted to 462`225 ha, of which 410'583 ha - with organic status. 
Based on these figures the calculation shows that an average size of organic farm in terms 
of land use if about 1`100 ha. During the annual monitoring conducted by the MinEcon, 
data on the number of certified lands under organic production for different type of activities 
are not collected.  
 
Data of Organic Standard for 2020. Organic Areas. 
 
The organic farms certified by Organic Standard in 2020 managed 95`936 ha under 
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crop production, of which 89`824 ha - with organic status (94% of the total certified 
area) and 6`112 ha - in conversion (6% of total certified area). Based on these figures, 
an average organic farm under Organic Standard’s control is around 412 ha.  
 

Graph 2. Areas under crop production in Ukraine, certified by Organic Standard, ha 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
According to the data published in the infographic directory Agribusiness of 

Ukraine 2020/2021 (↵), the total area of agricultural land in Ukraine in 2020 amounted 
to 41.3 million ha, i.e. land under organic production accounts for 1% of the total area of 
agricultural land. Additionally, according to the data of MinEcon and Organic Standard, 
it is possible to conclude that Organic Standard certified in 2020 73% of organic 
operators in Ukraine, the other 27% were under the control of other foreign certification 
bodies for organic production operating in Ukraine. These 73% operators under control 
of Organic Standard manage only 21% of the land as a whole and 22% with organic 
status. It means the organic operators with biggest organic areas remain under 
control of other (foreign) certification bodies. Such a situation determines the 
importance of State Control for the organic sector. For the future, it appears necessary 
that the foreign organic inspection bodies operating in Ukraine are obliged to pass on 
data on the operators they control to the MinEcon and FSA (e.g., address of the 
companies they control, size of the operation etc.). Thought should also be given to 
subjecting all certification bodies operating in Ukraine to the control procedure under UA 
Organic Law. 

If we compare the organic production in Ukraine (1 %) with the data for EU 
countries (↵), it is obvious that in EU countries the area is much higher and 
ranges from 3 to 19% depending on the country. In order to achieve the goal of 
3% or more organic land in Ukraine, a well-coordinated strategy and targeted 
funding measures such as investments in machines and stables, targeted 
funding for school catering with organic food, preferential leasing of public land 
to organic operators and other measures are required. 
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Data of Organic Standard for 2020. Type of crops.  
 
As explained above, the government does not collect information on the area of 
certified land under organic production for different type of activities. The estimates of 
Organic Standard for the companies that have been certified organic by them in 
Ukraine offer an indication of how the organic certified areas are cultivated in the 
Ukraine. 
The largest area of crop production was under the cereals - 44`651 ha with a share of 
46.5%. The share of legumes and oilseeds was almost at the same level of 16.1% and 
15.6% and amounted to 15`409 ha and 15`013 ha, respectively. The share of land 
occupied by other groups of crops was much lower and did not exceed 5% for any 
individual group of crops. 
 

Table 1: Area certified by Organic Standard under different groups  
of organic agricultural crops, ha 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

№ Groups of crops Area, ha % of the total 
certified area 

1 cereals 4465 ,6 46,5 
2 legumes 15409,2 16,1 
3 oil crops 5013,8 15,6 
4 perennial crops 4549,8 4,7 
5 fruits  berries, nuts 3470,8 3,6 
6 vegetables 2115,5 2, 
7 spinning crops including flex 1379,7 1,4 
8 essential oils 239,8 0,3 
9 medicinal crops 210,5 0,2 
10 annual crops 61,1 0,1 
11 tubes and roots 25,1 0,1 
12 fallow lands, ecozone 8809,1 9,2 
 
Total 

95936 100 

 
Cereals. From the group of cereals, wheat was grown on the largest area – 9`259 ha. 
Slightly smaller areas were occupied by buckwheat - 8`628 ha, maize - 8`510 ha and 
millet – 8`323 ha. 
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Graph 3. Area certified by Organic Standard under organic cereals 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legumes. The unequivocal leader in the group of legumes was soybeans, the share of 
which in the group was about 80% and the growing area was 12`277 ha. The share of 
cultivation of all other legumes was about 20% of the area of the legume group. 

 
Graph 4. Area certified by Organic Standard under organic legumes, ha 

(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oilseeds. In the group of oilseeds, the leading position with a share of 88% and the 
growing area of 13`147 ha was occupied by sunflower. Traditional oilseeds of rape and 
mustard occupied a much smaller area of 1`327 ha and 488 ha, respectively. 
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Graph.5 Area under oilseeds certified by Organic Standard, ha 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fruits and berries. In the group of fruits and berries, apples were in the leading 
position with a share of 38% (1`314 ha) from the total area in this group; walnuts were 
in the second position with a share of 20% (710 ha), raspberries occupied the third 
position with a share of 17 % (583 ha), the other fruits and berries took less than 10%. 
 

Graph.6 Area under fruits and berries certified by Organic Standard, ha 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data of Organic Standard for 2020. Animal husbandry.  
The total number of livestock producers in 2020 was 72 operators. The largest number 
of producers (59 operators) were engaged in the production of beekeeping products, 
keeping a total of 17`175 bee colonies. Poultry farming ranked the second in the 
number of operators. A total of 6 farms kept a total of 36`738 poultry. The third place in 
terms of both the number of producers (5 operators) and the number of livestock (6`182 
heads) was occupied by cattle. As little as 2 farms kept 1`713 pigs and 1 farm kept 253 
sheeps.  
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Table 2. Production of livestock products certified by Organic Standard 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
Areas of animal 
husbandry 
 

Quantity of 
animals, heads/ 

/bee colonies 
 

quantity of the 
producers per 
subsector  

Cattle 6`182 5 
Pig breeding  1`713 

 
2 

Sheep breeding  253 1 
 

Poultry breeding  36`738 6 
Bee keeping  
 

17`175 59 
 

 
REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
If one transfers the numbers of farms controlled by Organic Standard to all organic farms in 
Ukraine, one gets the impression that animal husbandry plays only a minor role. The 
question therefore remains open as to which organic fertilisers are used to supply the soil of 
the organic operators in Ukraine.    

 
 

III.3 Organic Export  
 

Export of organic products from Ukraine.  
Results of survey done by Organic Standard for 20204. 

In 2020, organic products from Ukraine were exported to 38 countries, including 20 EU 
member states. The total volume of exports of organic products from Ukraine to the 
world amounted to 332`000 tons of products worth about 204 million US dollars. 
Currently, the geography of sales of Ukrainian organic products covers the territory of 
Europe, North America, the Middle and Far East. Quite small volumes of products 
(about 600 tons of grain) were exported to the markets of Oceania (namely to New 
Zealand).  
 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
4	Export data are the result of a survey conducted by Organic Standard for 2020 and include data for all 
certification bodies for organic production operating in Ukraine and certifying products for export, with a 
probable error of 10% or less. 
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Graph 7. Distribution of exports of organic products from Ukraine by regions of the world 
(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Europe has traditionally been the main consumer of Ukrainian organic products. In 
addition to the EU member states (217`210 tons), the United Kingdom also imports 
Ukrainian products (16`904 tons), Switzerland (4`943 tons) and Norway (2`831 tons). 
 

Graph 8. Distribution of exports of organic products from Ukraine to Europe 
(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020) 
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Among individual countries, the Netherlands occupies a leading position in the volume 
of imports of organic products from Ukraine (Table 4, Table 5). 
 
 
 

Table 4. Top 10 countries in terms of 
imports of organic products from 
Ukraine in the world. 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

Table 5. Top 10 countries-importers of EU27 
organic products from Ukraine. 
(Data of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
№ Country Import 

volumes, t  
1 Netherlands  97`400 

2 USA 67`000 

3 Germany 41`600 

4 Lithuania 21`500 
5 Austria 18`700 

6 Great Britain  17`000 

7 Poland 15`330 

8 Canada 13`100 

9 Italy 6` 900 

10 Switzerland  5`000 

Tоtal 332  174,00 
 

 
№ Country Import volumes, t 

1 Netherlands  97`400 

2 Germany 41`600 

3 Lithuania  21`500 

4 Austria  18`700 

5 Poland  15`330 

6 Italy 6`900 

7 Romania 4`775 

8 Spain 3`505 

9 Check Republic  2`847 

10 Belgium  2`577 

Total  215 134,00 
 

Ukrainian organic products are not yet exported in large quantities to the Far East. This region 
is represented by Israel, Jordan, UAE, Saudi Arabia in the structure of exports of organic 
products.  
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Table 6. Exports of organic products from Ukraine to Asia 

(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The main categories of organic products exported from Ukraine are cereals, legumes, 
oilseeds, products of wild plants and processed fruits and vegetables, oilseeds and 
cereals. 
 

Table 7. Top 10 exported organic products from Ukraine to the world 
(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020) 

№ Product Export volume, 
2020 t 

1 Maize 103 940 
2 Soya 88 100 
3 Wheat 50 750 
4 Sunflower oil 20 500 
5 Rape 10 100 
6 Sunflower cake 7 380 
7 Sunflower 7 30 
8 Frozen blueberries  6 040 
9 Millet 4 150 

10 Pea 3 900 
Total 332 147 

 
 

Сountry Product name Export 
volumes, t 

The Ttotal 
value of 

exports, ths 
$ 

China oil 3 262 3 653 
Israel wheat (spelt) 1 716 728 

maize 926 214 
flakes  25 20 
rye  23 8 

Republic of Korea  maize 2 170 494 
wheat 397 91 
soya  69 52 

India oil 128 161 
Myanmar oil 93 117 
Vietnam  oil 87 115 
Japan  tomato paste 58 42 
UAE milk products 38 114 
Malasia  millet  24 28 
Saudi Arabia  milk products  5 26 
Jordan  milk products  4 16 
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Table 8. Top 10 exported organic products from Ukraine to the EU27 
(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 
№ Product Export 

volume, t 
Value, ths. $ 

1 Maize 79 522 15`819 

2 Wheat (including 
spelt) 

39 283 9`950 

3 Soya 28 719 18`710 
4 Rapeseeds 10 05 6`92 

5 Sunflower cake 7 3`763 

6 Sunflower  7 375 3`603 
7 Frozen blueberry  6 037 14`478 

8 Sunflower oil   677 7`565 

9 Millet  4 072 3`990 
10 Pea  3 962 2`574 

Total  217 210 116 671 

 
If we analyze the data on the TOP-20 products by export value (Table 9) rather than by 
volume, we see that higher value goods partially displaced low value-added goods, 
such as processed products (sunflower oil, apple juice, millet), frozen berries (wild 
blueberries and cultivated raspberries).  
 
 

Table 9. TOP 20 products exported from Ukraine by export value, ths $ 
(Survey of Organic Standard, 2020) 

 

№  Product Export costs, 
ths $ 

№  Product Export costs, 
ths $ 

1 Soya 54`000 11 Sunflower  3`600 

2 Maize 42`000 12 Nuts  2`900 
3 Sunflower oil 27`000 13 Pea  2`700 
4 Frozen blueberry   14`500 14 Frozen elderberry  2`200 

5 Wheat 13`000 15 Honey 1`850 
6 Rapeseeds  7`000 16 Spelt  1`700 
7 Raspberry frozen  5`800 17 Salmon chilled or 

frozen  
1`000 

8 Millet 4 300 18 Flax 970 

9 Apple juice  4 000 19 Mustard 900 
10 Sunflower cake 3 800 20 Chickpea 800 
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 Export data in infographic are published by OrganicInfo and provide information for 
more years (↵). According to this data, sales of organic products on the foreign market in 
terms of the volume were the highest in 2019 and amounted to 469`000 tons worth $ 189 
million; in 2020 these sales fell to 332`000 tons worth $ 204 million. Grain has traditionally 
been the leader in sales of organic products to the foreign markets. 

The main crops exported from Ukraine were corn, soybeans and wheat. In total, 
Ukraine sells about 80 organic products to 40 countries. The top 3 countries are the 
Netherlands, the United States and Germany. Ukrainian exporters of organic products 
have the largest number of importing partners in Germany (43), Poland (38) and the 
Netherlands (26). 

 At the same time EU reports that in 2020, the EU imported in total 2.79 million 
tonnes of organic agri-food products, a decline of 1.9% compared to the 2.85 million 
tonnes imported in 2019. The total volume of organic products imported to EU from 
Ukraine was 217`210 tonnes which acconted for 7,8 % of the total volume organic agri-
food import to EU. Imports from Ukraine included 74`000 tonnes of oilcakes which made 
3,2% of total volume of these imports and 54`000 tonnes of vegetables (fresh, chilled or 
dried) which accounted for 3,6% of the total. (↵). 

 
III.4 Domestic market in Ukraine  
 
 Data on domestic market in Ukraine are published by OrganicInfo (↵). A total of 
7`850 tons of organic products with the value of UAH 709 million (or $ 25 million) are 
estimated to have been sold on the domestic market in 2020. Compared to 2018 and 2019, 
the volume of products sold domestically is increasing every year. The main products - 
leaders in organic sales are: dairy products, cereals, groats, flour, seeds, fruit and 
vegetables, eggs, juices, drinks, pastes, meat products, herbs and spices, sugar, oils in 
assortment, ice cream.  
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  

1) EU remains the most important consumer of organic products from Ukraine and 
imports 90% of the total volume of organic products exported from Ukraine.  

2) Most organic products from Ukraine come to EU market through the Netherlands. 

3) At the international market Ukraine trades in cereals, legumes, oilseeds, products of 
wild plants and in not big quantity with processed products. The leading position 
remains for the maize, soya and wheat.  

In general, export in 2020 in comparison with 2019 was decreased by 29% in terms of 
the volume, but exact reasons why this happened are not known. It is a question which 
should be investigated and analyzed deeper analyzed within the next years.   
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III.5 Control & Сertification in Ukraine  
 
 Ukraine has organic legislation, but it has not yet been fully implemented. Thus, 
certification bodies operating in Ukraine carry out certification according to equivalent EU 
standard and according to international organic standards, depending on their 
accreditation. To get an overview on how many certification bodies are working in Ukraine, 
we can use several available sources. One of them is the List of internationally accredited 
certification bodies (organic production and circulation) included to the official List approved 
by European Union Commission (EU Regulation No1235 from 08.12.2008), last update of 
Regulation (EU) No 2021/4612 of 16.03.2021)(↵). Certification bodies included into this 
list are recognized by European Commission to carry out controls in Ukraine and issue 
certificates of inspection for export to EU. The list of approved CBs by European 
Commission operating in Ukraine is published at website of OrganicInfo (↵). 
 This list contains 20 certification bodies from different countries: Ukraine (1), Italy 
(4), Germany (4), Netherlands (1), Albania (1), Armenia (1), Argentina (2), France (1), 
Switzerland (1), Latvia (1), India (1), Poland (1), Greece (1). However, it is important to 
remember that not all bodies officially included into the list are in fact active in Ukraine and 
have certified operations. After all, the procedure for inclusion in this list is long and quite 
bureaucratic, thus some bodies go through the approval procedure in advance, even 
without having active projects in Ukraine. It is also possible to assume that in Ukraine there 
are more certification bodies which are active but not approved by the EU Commission for 
export. If certification body doesn`t certify any operator for the export to EU, for them it is 
not obligatory to be included into this list; they can actively work and certify projects for 
other markets as e.g., USA or Asia. There are such cases in Ukraine but there is no official 
statistics providing clear picture on how many CBs are operating. 
 In addition to this list, in accordance with Ukrainian legislation, a list of foreign 
certification bodies operating in Ukraine has been compiled. The List is maintained by the 
State Service of Ukraine on Food Safety and Consumer Protection (FSA) in electronic form 
by publishing it on their official website. Currently, 52 bodies are included in this list of 
foreign certification bodies (↵). This list includes those CBs which certify any organic 
products circulating in Ukraine, imported or produced and it is not obligatory that CBs, 
which included into this list have active certified project in Ukraine. This explains the 
difference between the two lists.  
 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS  
According to the data for 2021, in Ukraine there are 20 certification bodies from 13 
countries approved by the European Commission for export under the equivalent 
system. 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The figures show that domestic organic market in Ukraine grows quite slowly but 
steadily. However, apart from the results of this survey there are no existing official 
national data about the consumption of organic products in Ukraine.	
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In fact, some of the listed bodies do not have active projects in Ukraine under 
certification, while there are other certification bodies operating in Ukraine which are not 
included in this list. The Organic Law of Ukraine prescribes the formation of the State 
Register of Certification Bodies - official list of certification bodies entitled to certify 
organic production and / or circulation of organic products in Ukraine, the 
implementation of such a register is expected by the MinEcon soon, until then, 
unfortunately, it is not possible to operate with a single unified statistic. 
 
 

III.6 Advisory Service  
 
 Pool of organic consultants in Ukraine is represented by experts from various fields. 
There is no national or official list of organic consultants in Ukraine. Organic Standard 
annually collects information on organic production consultants working in the sector and 
prepares a list of consultants available publicly on their website. (↵). 
 This list for 2020 included 26 organic production consultants who represented 
organizations or who work individually. They offered their services to operators in various 
fields: support for certification; Ukrainian legislation in the field of organic production; 
agrotechnology services in organic crop production; consulting in the field of state 
registration of pesticides and agrochemicals; development and implementation of organic 
technological schemes, development of protection and fertilizer systems; marketing and 
promotion of organic products abroad and establishing trade relations; attracting investors 
and sector support projects, etc. In addition, several public organizations work for the 
benefit and development of the organic sector in Ukraine. 
 
 

 
Organic public organizations in Ukraine 5 

 
Biodynamic Association of Ukraine - brings together farmers, scientists and consumers 
around biodynamic farming methods; Provides information on biodynamic agriculture and 
builds up a network; Conducts training courses and seminars; Provides translation and 
publication of literature on biodynamic agriculture. 
 
Ekoterra - Lviv city public organization: training of farmers, organization of organic fairs in Lviv, 
publishing of literature, work with mass media in the Western region, work with children in out-
of-school and school establishments. Initiator of various types of organic activity in the Lviv 
region. 
 
Information Center “Green Dossier” specialized project OrganicInfo.ua. Green Dossier 
promotes the principles of sustainable development in society, their integration into national 
																																																								
5 The given list of Public Organization’s includes only the most known one, there some other organizations are available.  

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
It is obvious that the market of consultants in Ukraine already exists, but it is quite 
young and not yet organized. The provisions of professional consulting service is an 
important segment of the organic sector, which must develop and become an orderly, 
transparent and accessible system of services for organic products.  
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policies and government programs through disseminating objective environmental and social 
information to the media, local communities, government and business, thus engaging them into 
practical actions. 
OrganicInfo is an information portal aimed to promote organic production, organic food and 
sustainable life style. OrganicInfo is a separate specialized project of the Information Centre 
“Green Dossier.” 
 
NGO Permaculture of Ukraine Conducts training courses and seminars; Provides for 
translation and publication of specialized books; Creating a network of permaculture centers; 
Permaculture design; Training and practice of new types of land management; Promotion of 
methods to improve soils and increase biodiversity. 
 
 
Organic Federation of Ukraine aims to comprehensively promote the values and the mindset 
inherent to supporters of the global organic movement, increase the efficiency of agricultural 
production while developing modern international and domestic technologies which are safe for 
nature and people, and promote the development of organic movement in Ukraine, including not 
only directly in the production, processing and export of organic products, but also in the 
formation of the domestic consumption market.” 
 
 
Public Union “Ukrainian Organic Cluster” is an all-Ukrainian association, a platform for local 
and global development of organic business and the environment where it exists. Founded in 
2017, co-founder is Eastern Europe Food Cluster Network. 
The mission of the association is to develop the business of each participant and expand the 
horizons of Ukrainian companies in the organic sector thanks to effective interactions. 
 
Public Union "Organic Ukraine" is established with the aim to develop the organic market of 
Ukraine and the world and protects the interests of Ukrainian certified producers both in Ukraine 
and abroad. The goal of their activity is organic food on the table of each Ukrainian citizen. 
 
Public Union “Organic Ukraine West” -  the activities of the union are aimed at working with 
small and medium-sized farms in the following areas:  
• agro- and business planning;  
• financial and marketing support; 
• berry growing (raspberries, strawberries, sea buckthorn);  
• dairy (consultations from partners - cluster "Natural Milk" and Deddens Agro, Ltd)  
• cereals and vegetables. 
 
 
 
III.7 Safety and Quality of organic products  
 
	 Sampling and analysis have become important tools for the quality assurance of 
organic products. The residue cases which happen in organic production are registered 
and investigated internally by CBs. Sample selection is governed mainly by risk 
assessment and by the requirement to include 5% of operators, in addition to that each 
export lot to EU is analysed for the residues. As a rule, the data of the detected residues 
and results of investigation are confidential and remain in the internal ownership of the 
Certification Body. Information on detected residue cases should be reported by CBs 
through OFIS (OFIS is the Organic Farming Information System of the European 
Commission (↵). ) 
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III.8 Organic Education  
 
 Organic education in Ukraine is a relatively new area of activity. Some higher 
education institutions offer their students a course of lectures on organic production for 
agronomy specialties. According to the data kindly provided by State Enterprise Scientific 
and Methodological Centre for Higher and Pre-Higher Education (NMZ), there are 10 
educational institutions offering the organic course to their students. In 2021 nearly 211 
students took such a course. Each university or college is free to design and approve such 
a training course provided it meets general requirements for any training courses (logical 
structure, number of hours, a mixture of lectures and practical work, approval by a 
department or by a special board of the university, etc.).  
 All courses are offered as optional (no single specialization requires a course on 
organic production as a mandatory one). The length of these courses is different but 
usually they consist of about 30 hours of class work plus individual studies.  
 Some universities offer courses on the organic production to students of almost any 
specialization. However, in most cases there are requirements that students who take 
organic courses have already taken some other (more basic) courses or have a particular 
specialization (for example, agronomy or veterinary medicine). It depends on a specific 
university and a specific course. 
  

Table 11. Number of educational institutions offering organic courses  
and number of students, 20216 

 

																																																								
6 Information provided by State Enterprise Scientific and Methodological Centre for Higher and Pre-Higher 
Education (NMZ). 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
The data reported through OFIS system is the property of EU Commission and are 
handled as confidential. Therefore, there is no fresh public data which can be found 
on the residues cases in Ukraine. The last comprehensive information available on 
this topic is Report published by FiBL in 2016 “Assessment of irregularities in organic 
imports from Ukraine to the EU in 2016, notified in OFIS” (↵). At the national level 
such data are not investigated by the MinEcon or any other State Authority.  
 

 Educational Institution  Number of students 

1 National University of Life and Environmental Science 25 
2 Poltava State Agrarian University 23 
3 Polissya State University 27 
4 Sumy State Agrarian University 20 
5 Mykolayiv State Agrarian University 22 
6 University of Food Technology 15 
7 Illinitsy professional agrarian college 25 
8 Lypkovativka agrarian professional college  24 
9 Zolochiv college of Lviv National Agricultural	University 15 
10 Talianky College of Uman National University of Horticulture  15 
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 Important milestone for the educational component of the organic sector of Ukraine 
is creation of the Organic Knowledge Platform (↵). The platform helps to increase the level 
of knowledge of Ukrainian teachers, scientists, students and practitioners in the field of 
organic agriculture. It provides transparent quick access to available in Ukraine knowledge 
and materials on organic production.  

 
IV. The key messages of the Micro/Macro Study for the 

organic sector in Ukraine  
	
	 To sum up the conclusions based on the analysis conducted within this study, we 
would like to highlight key messages describing the situation in the organic sector of 
Ukraine now, situation AS-IS, as well as suggest positive developments that will lead to 
changes in the sector for the better future in 3-5 years, situation TO-BE.  
	

AS-IS 
(Present, 2021) 

level Actors  
  

TO-BE 
(Best Scenario in 2025) 

1) Land ownership for 
agricultural producers is a very 
sensitive issue and the most 
painful for agricultural producers 
today. The operators don`t feel  
confident in the future property 
rights for their lands. 

Micro Policy 
Makers 

Government 

As a result of land reform property 
rights for the lands of all size of 
operators - small, medium and 
large - are protected and clear.  

2) Operators are quite optimistic 
on the development of their 
activities in 3-5 years, especially 
introducing new processing 
technologies and launching new 
products. This positive tendency 
will lead to the growth of the 
organic sector and its 
quantitative and qualitative 
change, as well as 
diversification and expansion of 
the assortment of the organic 
products.  

Micro Market 
players 
(internal 
&external) 

Organic sector of Ukraine 
maintains a positive trend of 
introduction of new organic 
products and technologies by 
producers due to which the range 
of organic products with added 
value is constantly expanding. 
Organic market is continuing to 
grow successfully. 

3) Operators are certified 
according to the EU equivalent 
standard and other private 

Micro 
Macro 

Policy 
Makers 
Government 

The certification system in 
accordance with UA Organic Law 
has been implemented and works 

 Total  211 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
Systematic organic education is important for the training of qualified personnel in the 
organic sector. It is obvious that elements of organic education have already been 
introduced in higher education institutions in Ukraine. This should be developed into a 
curriculum for all universities and colleges in Ukraine. In addition, organic farming 
should be introduced as a compulsory subject for all students who study agriculture. 
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international organic standards 
(COR, NOP, Bio Suisse, 
Demeter). There is not yet 
certification according to UA 
Organic Law. 

 
Certification 
Bodies 

for 3 years. 
 

4) To reach economical 
sustainability organic operators 
in many cases work to both 
directions of the export and the 
domestic markets 

Micro Policy 
Makers 
Government 
Market 
Players 

There are comfortable economic 
and socio-political conditions for 
producers to produce organic 
products both for the domestic 
market and for export. 

5) The most desirable effect by 
the operators from the UA 
legislation is the protection of 
internal organic market from 
“greenwashing” and the financial 
state support 

Micro 
Macro 

Policy 
Makers 
Government   

The system of control of the 
organic sector and the market of 
organic products by State 
Authorities is implemented. 
Organic producers and processors 
are getting support for different 
types of activities. 
 

6) The need of nationwide 
promotion campaign on the 
organic production and organic 
products is underlined by 
respondents 

Micro  
Macro 

Policy 
Makers 
Government 
Market 
Players 
Organic 
Organizations 

Nationwide promotion campaign 
for organic production and 
products is launched.  

7) Low trust in the competence 
and activities by State 
Authorities	

Micro  
Macro 

Policy 
Makers 
Government  

High level of trust in the 
competence and activities by State 
Authorities	

8) Official statistics on the areas 
area of land under organic 
production are available 

Macro  Policy 
Makers 
Government  

The national system of official 
accounting of land under organic 
production in Ukraine has been 
established and improved. 

9) There is lack of official 
national statistics in the organic 
sector on: 
 
 - active organic certification 
bodies operating in Ukraine 
 
- the number of certified 
operators by type of organic 
activities 
 
- quantity and range of exported 
organic products from Ukraine 
 
- directions for the export 
(countries) 
 
-  domestic market and per 
capita consumption  

Macro  Policy 
Makers 
Government 
Certification 
Bodies 

The national system for collecting 
and access to statistics on organic 
production in Ukraine has been 
implemented and is well 
functioning. 
 

10) The market for organic Micro 
Macro  

Advisory 
service 

Organic advisory services exist 
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advisory services exists, but it is 
very disjoined and 
nonorganized. There is no one 
pool for organic consultants.  

Policy 
makers 
Government 
Organic 
Organizations 

and are well functioning in 
systemized way.   

11) A separate course in the 
organic field has been 
introduced in Higher Education 
Institutions, but such a concept 
as «An organic education 
system» is not fully 
implemented.  

Macro Policy 
Makers 
Government 

The organic education system in 
Ukraine is clearly described and is 
being implemented. 

12) Organic Knowledge Platform 
has been launched in 2020, this 
is important milestone for 
organic education and easy 
access to the available organic 
knowledge 

Macro Policy 
Makers 
Government 
Organic 
Organizations 

The Organic Knowledge Platform 
is well known important pool of 
useful organic materials which is 
widely used by different 
stakeholders in Ukraine and 
abroad.  

 

 
 
Annexes: 
 
Annex 1: Questionnaire on the micro-economic impact of the implementation of the Organic Law in Ukraine 
 
 

An appropriate final step of this study would be the development by 
key players of the Organic Sector of Ukraine of a Joint Action Plan / 
Strategy, under umbrella of the responsible Ukrainian Ministries, 
which will become a basis for systematic approach to actions which  
should be taken to move from the current situation to the “ideal 
future” (TO-BE future). 
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